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arms to embrace it. And when temptation assails, and the
Sower desires clamour for satisfaction, then the attractive
power of the ideal asserts itself, the loftier desire combats
the baser, and the Thinker finds himself reinforced by right
desire, the negative strength of memory which says : " Abstain
from the base/' being fortified by the positive strength of
the ideal which says : '* Achieve the heroic."

The man who lives habitually in the presence of a great
ideal is armed against wrong desires by love of his ideal, by
shame of being base in its presence, by the longing to re-
semble that which he adores, and also by the general set
and trend of his mind along lines of noble thinking. Wrong
desires become more and more incongruous. They perish
naturally, unable to breathe in that pure clear air.

It may be worth while to remark here, in view of the
destructive results of historical criticism in the minds of
many, that the value of the ideal Christ, the ideal Buddha,
the ideal Krishna, is in no way injured by any lack of historic-
al data, by any defects in the proofs of the authenticity of
a manuscript. Many of the stories related may not be
historically true, but they are ethically and vitally true.
Whether this incident happened in the physical life of this
Teacher or not is a matter of small import; the reaction of
such an ideal character on his environment is ever profound-
ly true.   The world-scriptures represent spiritual facts,
whether the physical incidents be or be not historically true.

Thus' Thought -may shape and direct Desire, and turn it
from an enemy into an ally. By changing the direction of
Desire, it becomes a lifting and quickening instead of a
retarding force, and where desires for objects held us fast